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Who is OCEANetwork?

# OCEANetwork

Equipping Homeschool Families + Protecting [omeschool Freedoms
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e No legal definition for homeschooling.
e Generally, a homeschooler:

1) is not enrolled in public or private school
2) submitted a letter of intent to homeschool
3) is educated at home

e Independent/Private homeschoolers are
parent-directed and parent-funded.
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What is Homeschooling?

e Laws are ambiguous about the definition of
homeschooling.

e Confusion among the public and even among
the homeschool community

e The Legislature is definitely confused about
it, and typically legislators don’t know the
laws or rules surrounding homeschooling.
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What is Homeschooling?

e More regulation and control are always a
threat. Here’s what holds it back:

e Homeschoolers excel academically.

e Homeschoolers don’t take government
funds.

e When homeschool freedoms are
threatened, homeschoolers show up
and speak up.
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What is School Choice?

e © Access to new educational choices?

e © Empower parents to provide a better

education?

... SO is it even about “school choice?”
O NO O

School Choice = Government Funding for
Private Education



Brick and Mortar

Home based

Publicly funded
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Public School: pwic schoo's are
publically-funded, brick-and-mortar schools. The majoriy
of students in the U.S. attend public school. The state
funds the schools, provides the teachers and seis the
course of study.

Public School at Home: me stte
pays for thesa schocls, but the education lakes place in
the home. These can be online schools, charter schools
which have students work out of the home under the
supervisicn of a teacher, etc.

Privately funded
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Private School: parers choose the school
and pay for it. Education taxes place in a classroom.
These can be special interest schools such as
Montessori or church-based schools.

Private Homeschool: parents pay or

their children’s ecucalion, choose the course of sludy,
provide the materials, 2nd do the teaching or pay for
supolementary instruction.
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Why Invite the Government
Into Our Homeschools?

e Do we really feel the government will do a good
job at overseeing our child’s home education?

e Do we really want strings attached and hoops to
jump through?

e Do we really expect the government to give us
money and then leave us alone?

e Do we really want to try to play both sides when
it comes to funding and accountability?



What the Government Funds,
the Government Controls



Invites Regulation and
Oversight

e Taking government funds motivates the
Legislature to regulate the use of those funds or
prevent them from being diverted.

e "...Will not be required to change their creed,
education practices, admission policy or
curriculum.”

e Does nothing to protect independent
homeschoolers from other actions/regulations.



Impacts Educational Freedom
of Future Generations

e Government programs inevitably bring
government accountability and oversight.

e Since when have government programs been
known for shrinking?

e Slippery slope away from educational freedoms
that were hard-one to begin with.



Increases Costs

e "Free money” always comes with longer-term
financial consequences

e Prices of curriculum, private school tuition, etc.
will go up. as more money is available to families.

e Taxes will go up to cover the cost of the funds
that were diverted.
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Distracts Parents

o Will it shift our focus to a worldly definition of true
education and success?

o Will it sow discontent, self-doubt, and comparison
instead of trusting the Lord for provision and
guidance?

o Will it clutter our homeschool with the unnecessary?

o Will it compartmentalize our life into religious vs.
secular? Do we want to model that?

e Does it have the potential to lead us to compromise?
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Creates Dependence on
Government

e Unhealthy dependence on the government

e Hard to break free from, even when the
regulations start coming

e Become frogs in the water

e A step backwards for the homeschool movement



© School Choice initiatives don’t deliver

on what they claim. ©

e They don't protect homeschoolers from regulation.
e They don’t expand school choices.

e They don’t cause a mass exodus from public school.
e They don’t save anyone money long-term.

e They don’t empower parents and families.

Avoid the funding trap and keep independent
homeschooling free!



Freedom-Minded Families!

e Don’t chain your child’s education to the
government.

e Embrace true educational freedom.
e Trust in the Lord for guidance and provision.
e Encourage and support each other.

e Walk in that freedom together!
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Answers to Common
Questions

e Isn’t it my money since I pay taxes?

e Shouldn’t the money follow the student?
e Won't this help families in need?

e Doesn’t School Choice empower parents?
e Would more protective language fix it?

e \What about other approaches? (Vouchers, ESAS,
Tax Credits)

e Aren’t you just fear mongering?



What’s the Solution?

OCEANetwork’s Mission Statement:

OCEANetwork exists to serve the Lord Jesus
Christ by equipping families to biblically disciple
the next generation through home education,
and by protecting and advancing private home
education freedoms in Oregon for all.

“Equipping homeschool families.
Protecting homeschool freedoms.”



What’s the Solution?

1.Educate others on the dangers of government
funding.

2.Encourage families to embrace true
educational freedom.

3.Work to protect and expand homeschool
freedoms in Oregon.



What’s the Solution?

Protecting and Expanding Homeschool
Freedoms in Oregon

e Providing accurate information about laws and
regulations.

e Monitoring bills and initiatives year-round.
e Going to bat for homeschoolers when needed.

e Year-round support and encouragement.



What’s the Solution?

Protecting and Expanding Homeschool
Freedoms in Oregon

e Apple Pie Day and Capitol Day



Apple Pie Day ;o
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What’s the Solution?

Protecting and Expanding Homeschool
Freedoms in Oregon

e Apple Pie Day and Capitol Day

e Homeschool Freedom Challenge
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What’s the Solution?

Protecting and Expanding Homeschool
Freedoms in Oregon

e Apple Pie Day and Capitol Day
e Homeschool Freedom Challenge

e Oregon 2023-24 Homeschool Academic
Performance Study



2023-2024
OREGON ACADEMIC

ACHIEVEMENT STUDY

HELP PROVIDE UPDATED

DATA TO PROTECT
HOMESCHOOL FREEDOM'
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OREGON CHRISTIAN
HOME EDUCATION
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What’s the Solution?

Protecting and Expanding Homeschool
Freedoms in Oregon

e Apple Pie Day and Capitol Day
e Homeschool Freedom Challenge

e Oregon 2023-24 Homeschool Academic
Performance Study

e . Full Freedom Bill in 2025



What’s the Solution?

Protecting and Expanding Homeschool
Freedoms in Oregon

Volunteer

Donate

Become a Member

Pray, Pray, Pray!




