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Who is OCEANetwork?

• Oregon Christian Home Education Association 
Network (OCEANetwork) 

• Serving homeschool families in Oregon for the Lord 
Jesus Christ for over 30 years 

• In-person events, online resources, year-round 
support, monitoring legislation & going to bat for all 
homeschoolers



(Credit: Todd Wilson)
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Oregon Homeschooling 
Laws & Requirements

Notification 
• Send in a notification of your  

 intent to homeschool 
• When child is 6 years old on  

 Sept 1 of the school year 
• Notify only once per child 
• Paper letter goes to the ESD 
• Include only what is required 

oceanetwork.org/loi 



Oregon Homeschooling 
Laws & Requirements

Evaluations / Testing 

• End of grades 3, 5, 8, and 10 

• By qualified tester  

• Keep your test results on file in  

 case ESD requests it 

• Test at/above 15th percentile 

• Lower scores enter a 2-year  

 remediation process 



Oregon Homeschooling 
Laws & Requirements

The default assignment is 

age 6 = kindergarten.  

• 6 -> k 

• 7 -> 1 

• 8 -> 2 

• 9 -> 3 

• 10 -> 4 

• 11 -> 5 

• 12 -> 6 

•13 -> 7 

•14 -> 8 

•15 -> 9 

•16 -> 10 

•17 -> 11 

•18 -> 12 



Oregon Homeschooling 
Laws & Requirements

Special Needs  

• Alternative evaluation options for special    
 needs students (IEP or PDP)  

• A PDP is the most flexible option for evaluations  
• Craft an education that fits  
 their needs 

• Recommend an HSLDA  
 membership 

• Special needs homeschooling  
 resources on web site  
 and in membership 



Oregon Homeschooling 
Laws & Requirements

High School 

• Parents issue transcript & diploma  
• No requirements for graduation  
• Aim for a well-rounded education  
 prepared for college and/or  
 trade school path 

• Time for pursuing interests,  
 volunteer work, extracurricular  
 activities 



Oregon Homeschooling 
Laws & Requirements

What’s NOT Required 

• Portfolios, annual testing, etc. 
• Assigning grades or grade levels 
• Participation in a co-op, etc. 
• Accredited curriculum / school 
• 180 days of homeschooling 
• Minimum daily schooling hours 
• Certain subjects 
• What public school is doing 
• What your friend is doing 



Oregon Homeschooling 
Laws & Requirements

What About Charter Schools, 

Microschools, Hybrids, etc. 

• Co-ops and support groups are great ways  
 to get accountability and support for  
 parent-led homeschooling 

• Microschools, hybrids, etc. can also  
 be an option, but be aware of laws  
 and whether they fit your goals 

• Charter schools are public schools 
 so homeschool law doesn’t apply 
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Know Your Why: Casting the 
Vision for Homeschooling

• Why are you homeschooling? 

• Write out your “why”  

• A clear vision and commitment will sustain  

 you more than anything else 

• Also helps narrow down &  

 prioritize the subjects,  

 curriculum, and activities  

 that best serve your  

 goals. 



Know Your Why: Casting the 
Vision for Homeschooling

• What do I want the end result of our homeschooling  

 journey to be? 

• What inspired our decision to homeschool? 

• What is the purpose or value of homeschooling?  

• What do I want my children to say  

 about their homeschooling experience  

 when they have graduated?  

• What constitutes true success  

 when it’s all said and done? 

• How do our family values  

 and culture influence our  

 homeschool vision? 
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Vision for Homeschooling

"You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of 

them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and 

when you lie down, and when you rise." 

Deuteronomy 6:7 

1. Discipleship 
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Know Your Why: Casting the 
Vision for Homeschooling

"You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of 

them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and 

when you lie down, and when you rise." 

Deuteronomy 6:7 

1. Discipleship 

2. Relationships 

3. Excellence 

4. Freedom  

5. Flexibility 

6. Responsibility 



Know Your Why: Casting the 
Vision for Homeschooling

• Make a list of all the reasons to homeschool 



Know Your Why: Casting the 
Vision for Homeschooling

• Make a list of all the reasons to homeschool 

• Family discipleship 

• Better socialization 

• Academic success 

• Better prepared for life 

• More time to build 

 relationships 

• Flexible schedule 

• Enjoy their education 

• Be lifelong learners  

 and critical thinkers 

• Strong work ethic & 

 family values 

• Develop character 

• … 

• … 
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Know Your Why: Casting the 
Vision for Homeschooling

• Write a vision / mission statement you can 

 review often 

To love them well and point them to Jesus. 

- Giving them a solid foundation rooted in God’s Word 

- Developing strong character and a heart of service 

- Helping them enjoy their education and family life together 

- Equipping them for whatever God calls them to 
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Get Ready to Start 
Homeschooling

• Consider Deschooling - A temporary time of just 
doing life and ditching public school habits & thinking 

• Ditch “public school at home” 
• Establish family/home routines 
• Get daily Bible reading/devotions set 
• Enjoy field trips, documentaries,  
 interest-based reading and projects 

• Work on vision/mission statement 
• Identify learning times 
• Learn about methods,  
 learning styles, etc. 
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Get Ready to Start 
Homeschooling

• Evaluate Homeschool Methods & Learning Styles 

• Traditional / Textbook 
• Literature-Based  
• Charlotte Mason 
• Unit Studies 
• Classical  
• Delight-directed 
• Unschooling 
• Eclectic  
• Other 

• Visual learner 
• Auditory learner 
• Kinesthetic learner 
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Get Ready to Start 
Homeschooling

• Knowing What to Teach & When 

• No legal requirements imposed upon parents  

 about what to teach and when to teach it.

• Preschool - Kindergarten: Getting ready  

 to learn. Play, read alouds, basic counting,  

 learning experiences in daily life. 
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Get Ready to Start 
Homeschooling

• 1st - 3rd Grade: Foundations in reading, writing,  
 and math. 

• 4th - 8th Grade: Add on other subjects (science, 
history, and geography, etc.) & delight-directed 
learning.  
 - In middle school grades, work on  
    initiative/diligence & independent  
    learning habits, & focus on weak  
    areas to prepare  
    for high school 
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Get Ready to Start 
Homeschooling

• High School: Course of study depends on 
 post-graduation goals and interests.  

• Colleges are increasingly friendly toward    
 homeschoolers. 

• Many resources to help you homeschool  
 high school successfully 
   - Curriculum designed for HS 
   - Online courses  
   - In-person classes 
   - Dual enrollment



Get Ready to Start 
Homeschooling

• Choosing Your Curriculum 

• Pray, pray, pray!

• Review your vision & goals

• Consider your philosophy of education /  
 homeschool methods and styles

• Consider your child’s learning style

• Hold curriculum 
 loosely

• Evaluate your needs (multi-level,  
 teacher prep, etc.)



Get Ready to Start 
Homeschooling

• Planning Your Year 



Get Ready to Start 
Homeschooling

• Planning Your Year 

• Choose a calendar schedule: traditional,  
 year-round, “Sabbath school,” or other? 



Get Ready to Start 
Homeschooling

• Planning Your Year 

• Choose a calendar schedule: traditional,  
 year-round, “Sabbath school,” or other? 

• Block out planned breaks and vacations,  
 leaving some wiggle room



Get Ready to Start 
Homeschooling

• Planning Your Year 

• Choose a calendar schedule: traditional,  
 year-round, “Sabbath school,” or other? 

• Block out planned breaks and vacations,  
 leaving some wiggle room

• Count number of weeks left for  
 “schooling” for planning & check-in  
 purposes



Get Ready to Start 
Homeschooling

• Planning Your Year 

• Choose a calendar schedule: traditional,  
 year-round, “Sabbath school,” or other? 

• Block out planned breaks and vacations,  
 leaving some wiggle room

• Count number of weeks left for  
 “schooling” for planning & check-in  
 purposes

• Plan for celebrations
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Get Ready to Start 
Homeschooling

• Scheduling Your DAY 

• Don’t replicate public school 

• Start with routines and habits

• Identify learning times best suited to 
 your family

• Prioritize the important subjects

• Rotate the rest



Get Ready to Start 
Homeschooling

• Scheduling Your DAY 

- 4 days a week  
- Breakfast and bible 
- Chores 
- Table work for an hour 
- Independent learning / play  
 (rotate through 4 subjects) 

- Read aloud during lunch 
- Fridays playdate or field trip
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Get Ready to Start 
Homeschooling

• Organizing and Record-keeping 

• No requirements for record keeping

• Organize just enough to remain sane

• Keep records when they are useful  
  and/or capture memories

• HSLDA recommends more  
 record keeping
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Getting Connected in the 
Homeschool Community

• Stay connected with OCEANetwork

• Find a support group in your area

• Consider formal groups or co-ops if you want  
 additional support and accountability

• Create community and connection 
 if it’s not already available

• Find one or two like-minded  
 homeschool friends
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Why Homeschool 
Freedom is Important

• Homeschool freedom is a blessing

• We cannot take homeschool freedoms for granted

• Every year, bills and initiatives are 
 introduced that could impact  
 those freedoms

• OCEANetwork is your eyes & ears  
 in Salem and keep an eye on national 
 trends as well

Stay connected & informed with OCEANetwork!



oceanetwork.org/supporting-membership
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Your “Joy in the Journey” 
Binder from OCEANetwork



Questions?


